Name of the Event: Report on WeRise Foundation’s talk on “Substance Abuse”.
Organised by: Career Guidance and Placement Cell.
Date: 17t May 2024.

Aim of the Programme: St. Joseph's College in Darjeeling, in partnership with the WeRise
Foundation, recently held a seminar titled "Substance Abuse is a Disease" to address one of
society's most important challenges. The Placement and Career Guidance Cell hosted the
event, which took place on May 17, 2024, at ST Joseph's College Campus' Campion Hall. Its
goal was to raise awareness and knowledge of substance addiction and its consequences.

Invited: WeRise Foundation.

No of Participants: 173

No of Faculty Members: 08

No of Resource Persons: 10

Report on WeRise Foundation talk on “Substance Abuse” Held on 17t" May 2024:

The program discussed different types of addiction, like drugs, alcohol, gaming, and
gambling, to help participants understand how addiction affects society today. The focus
was on the importance of rehabilitation facilities in India, with WeRise Foundation
representatives explaining the comprehensive treatment methods available at their facility,
from detox to therapy sessions. Former patients shared their stories of overcoming
addiction, inspiring others to seek help and start their healing journey. A group song added
to the supportive atmosphere of the event.
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Key Points:

The WeRise Foundation began with a moving skit meant to depict the dangerous path into
drug usage and the difficult road to recovery. The audience was made aware of the terrible
realities of addiction through moving performances, highlighting the significance of
awareness and intervention.

The seminar not only increased awareness but provided a venue for the distribution of
resources. The provision of easily accessible information regarding counselling services and
rehabilitation facilities allowed those struggling with substance misuse to get treatment
without feeling embarrassed. A group song added to the supportive atmosphere of the
event.

Conclusion:

This report encapsulates the dedication to promoting a society that is compassionate and
non-judgmental towards individuals with addiction issues. The WeRise Foundation received
a symbolic gesture of appreciation from Mrs. Komal Gurung, the coordinator of St. Joseph's
College's Placement and Career Guidance Cell, in appreciation for their important service. In
summary, the substance abuse conference had a powerful impact on everyone who
attended.
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